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will help you learn and
understand safe driving practices. Study this manual to prepare for the knowledge
test, obtain a Virginia driver’s license and become a safe driver.

The information contained in this manual should be used as a general guide to the
motor vehicle laws but not as a substitute for the Code of Virginia, which contains
the laws that govern Virginia drivers and vehicles.

If you are learning to drive, this manual will give you information you need to study
for the knowledge exam. If you already have a Virginia driver’s license, review this
manual for new laws or rules of the road.

Driving is a privilege, not a right. Your driver’s license carries with it a great
responsibility to be courteous of other drivers on the roadways and follow state and
federal motoring laws.

This manual is also available on the DMV website, dmv.virginia.gov.

DMV offers the Virginia Driver’s Manual in an audio format for Virginians with
special needs. The audio version is available at dmv.virginia.gov.



~virginia Driver siManuat:
Table of Contents

Section 1 - Testing

Two-part kKnowledge exam ..........ccceeiiiieiiiiieeiiiee e

ROAd SKIllS TESE ...

ViISION SCIEENING ....eiiiitieieiteie ettt
Vision Standards ..........cooceeeiiiiieinieee e

Section 2 - Signals, Signs and

Pavement Markings

Traffic SIgNAIS.......eei i
Lane use Signals........cceevvveeeiiiiee e

TraffiC SIGNS .eeeeiiiie e
SIgN COIONS...ciiiiiiiiiice e
SIgN SNAPES. ...
Regulatory SIgNS.........ocvveiieieiiiiee e
WAINING SIGNS c..vvveeiiiiee e
WOIK ZONES ..ottt

Pavement MarkingS.........coouereiieieiieie e

PaiNted CUMDS.....coviiiiiiiie e

Section 3 - Safe Driving
Hand POSITION.......cooiiiiiiiiiiec e
SPEEA TIMITS ..ot
SEOPPING et
Yielding the right-0f-way ..........ccoooviiiiiiiii
ROUNAADOULS ...
Changing 1anes .........oooiiiiiiiii e
Passing
OVEI-COIMECLING ..eivveiiiiiiie ettt
Turning
U-LUINS ot
TUMN SIGNAIS ..
Maintaining a space CUushion ...........ccccvviiiiiiie i
Following diStanCe...........cooveeiiiiieiiiiie e

SEAICNING ... vvvieee e ettt e e e e e earre e e 18
BliNG SPOLS...eieeiiiiiiiei ettt 19
Sharing the road ..o 19
PEUESLIANS ...eee et 19
BICYCIES .veeee et 19
MOPEAS......eeveieeeee et e e 19
MOLOICYCIES...eveveeeeeciiiiie et 19
Light rail ... 20
Low speed VENICIES ........cccevviiiiieieiiiiiiee e 20
Trucks, tractor-trailers, buses and RVS ...........c........ 20
Light to medium trailers..........ccccceeeviiviieeeeecciieeen. 20
BACKING ©.vvvieeie ettt e 21
ParKiNg ..ovvveeeeeiciiiie e 21
VISIDITLY . 21
[0 ] SRS 22
Hazardous conditions ............oocvveiiiiiiiiiiieee e 22
NiIght driving ...eeeeeeeeee e 22
0] 22
RAIN Lo 22
SNOW ...ttt 22
Dangerous driving behaviors............cccccveveeiiciiieee e 22
AQQressive driViNg ......uveereeeiiivieieeeessiiene e e eesnieeeens 22
Distracted driving .......uevveeiviiiiieee e 23
Drowsy AriVing ......cccvveeeeeeeiiiiinee e eesiieee e e s sinveneens 23
Drinking and driving..........coccvvvvreeeiniiiieee e 23
Traffic Crasnes ......eei i 24
Deer/large animal hazards............cccoocvveeeeesiiciiiee e 24
TrAffiC STOPS. . vvvreeeeiiirie et e a e 25

Section 4 — Seat Belts, Airbags, and
Child Safety Seats

SEAL DEILS ...eeeeeiiee e 25
AT DAGS oot 26
Child safety SEALS ....vvvvieeee i 26

VIRGINIA DRIVER'™S MANUAL I



Section 5 — Penalties

LICENSE SUSPENSION ...uiiiiiiieeeiiiiiee e e et e e e e 27
LiCeNSE reVOCALION ......uvvieeiiiieieiiieee et 27
Conviction-related suspensions and revocations................. 27
Other DMV requirements, suspensions and revocations.....28
Driver Improvement Program ..........cccccceeeveieevenenn. 28
Medical review program..........ccceeeeeuveeeeeennnineeeenn 28
Insurance MoNItoring Program...........eeeeeeeecveveeennn. 29
Suspension for failing to satisfy child
support-related requirements ..........cccccoecvveeeeennne 29
Alcohol and the [aw ..........cccoiiiiiiii e 29
Administrative License SUSPeNSIoN.............ccuveeeen.. 29
Open alcohol containers in vehicles ...................... 29
Transporting children while under the influence
of alcohol/drugs.......ccoeeiiiiiiiiei e 29
Vehicle impoundment ...........ccccoevviiiiieieeiiiiieeen, 29
RESHTULION ... 29
Alcohol related violations and penalties
involving persons under age 21 ........ccccceeveiviineennn. 30

Section 6 - License Types

Learner’s PEeIMIL ........occuuueriieiiiiiee e 31
DIIVEI'S lICENSE ..ttt eeeaans 31
Commercial driver’s liCENSE ..........vvvvveeiieieeeiieeeeiee e, 31
School bus driver’s lICENSE ........uceeieeieeeiiiiiiiicee e 31
Motorcycle learner’s permit ...........occceeeeeeiiiiieneeeneiiiieeennn 32
Motorcycle driver’s lIiCeNSE. ........ccooviueiieieiiiiiiie e 32
International driver’s liCENSE .....cevevieeeiiiiieiiiiieee e 32

Section 7 — Other Important

Information

Receiving your license by mail ... 33
AdAress Changes.........uueeveeiiiiiieee e 33
NEW 10 VIFGINIA....eeieeiiiiiiiiiee et 33
Titles, registrations, license plates, decals............cccccvveeeeenn. 33
Safety INSPECIONS ......veeiieiiiiiiiie e 33
Tire safety INSPECLIONS .......ocvuviiieeiiiieee e 33
[INSUraNCe reqUIrEMENTES .........vveieeeeiiiiiiie e e e 34
Applying to register t0 VO ........ccooiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiee e, 34
Organ, eye and tissue donation.............cccuveeeeeeriiiiiineeennne 34

Section 8 — Sample Knowledge Exam
SAMPIE EXAM ..t 35

I VIRGINIA DRIVER'S MANUAL



